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Research Interests: Applied microeconomics, international economics, political economy

CURRENT POSITIONS

Post-docotral Researcher since 06/2026
Catolica Lisbon School of Business and Economics - PROSPER Research Center

Research Fellow since 02/2025
Kiel Institute for the World Economy (IfW) - Trade Policy Research Group

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Research Associate 10/2021-04/2026
Bielefeld University - Chair of International Economic Relations, Department of Economics

Research Associate 09/2019-02/2025
Kiel Institute for the World Economy (IfW) - Trade Policy Research Group & Cluster for Economic
Research on Africa

EDUCATION

Ph.D. in Economics (Magna cum Laude) | Bielefeld University 10/2021 - 01/2026
Thesis: Essays on International Trade Beyond Markets. Evidence on Sanctions,
Contracting Institutions and the Role of Cultural Affinity in International Trade

Supervisors: Gerald Willmann, Julian Hinz

Visiting Researcher | Catdlica Lisbon 09/2023 - 03/2024
PROSPER - Center of Economics for Prosperity
Supervisors: Joana Silva, Anna Bernard

M.Sc. International Economics | G6ttingen University 04/2016 - 09/2019
Grade: 1.3 (top percentile)

Thesis: Innovation Decision in Developing Countries: Empirical Evidence from Ghanaian Firm - Level
Data

Thesis supervisors: Inmaculada Martinez-Zarzoso, Holger Gorg

Advanced Studies Program, Int’l Economic Policy Research | IfW 07/2018 - 05/2019

Supervisor: Andreas Fuchs

Visiting Student | Stellenbosch University 01/2018 - 07/2018

B.A. Political Science and Economics | Gottingen University 10/2012 - 03/2016

Visiting Student | Ghent University 09/2014 - 02/2015
PUBLICATIONS

Gorg, H., Jacobs, A., & Meuchelbock, S. (2024). Who is to suffer? Quantifying the impact of sanctions
on German firms. Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization, 228, 106767.


http://jacobs-anna.com
https://kwnsfk27.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fauthors.elsevier.com%2Fsd%2Farticle%2FS0167-2681(24)00381-0/1/010201929f6e1677-f0c0038d-1736-4744-955e-a859199a1dba-000000/4WzrbzqvgHCtVlQdiWYkmUuFD0A=396
https://kwnsfk27.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fauthors.elsevier.com%2Fsd%2Farticle%2FS0167-2681(24)00381-0/1/010201929f6e1677-f0c0038d-1736-4744-955e-a859199a1dba-000000/4WzrbzqvgHCtVlQdiWYkmUuFD0A=396

SELECTED WORK IN PROGRESS

“Social media and the gender political gap”, with Anna Bernard and Diogo Jardim Gongalves.

“Gravity of attention and affection: Evidence from social media interactions during the World Cup”,
with Julian Hinz. Forthcoming in Kiel Working Paper Series.

“Trading on continuity: Product quality upgrading under weak institutions”, single-authored paper.
Forthcoming in Kiel Working Paper Series.

COMMISSIONED POLICY REPORTS

“Gender and political views in Europe: Is the divide widening among youth?”, with Anna Bernard.
The Social Observatory of the “la Caixa” Foundation. May 2025.

“War in Ukraine and Western sanctions — How vulnerable are German firms?”, with Holger Gorg and
Saskia Meuchelbock. Kiel Policy Brief, Ukraine Special 2, Kiel Institute for the World Economy (IfW),
Kiel. June 2022.

“Unternehmensanalyse zum Deutschen Handel mit Russland, Ukraine und Belarus”, with Holger Gorg
and Saskia Meuchelbock. Study commissioned by the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate
Action. May 2022.

“Effects of the AfCFTA for German and European companies”, with Julian Hinz and Sonali Chowdhry.
German Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ), March 2022.

“Perspektiven einer erfolgreichen européischen Handelspolitik im Kontext geopolitischer Herausforderun-
gen”, with Gabriel Felbermayr, Katrin Kamin, Sonali Chowdhry, Julian Hinz, Sandra Kill, and Alexan-
der Sandkamp. Study commissioned by the Federal Ministry for Digital and Economic Affairs, Austria.
May 2021.

“The Economic Costs of War by Other Means”, with Sonali Chowdhry, Gabriel Felbermayr, Julian
Hinz, Katrin Kamin, and Hendrik Mahlkow. Kiel Policy Brief, No. 147, Kiel Institute for the World
Economy (IfW), Kiel. October 2020.

“Aktualisierung der Studie zu Auswirkungen des Freihandelsteils im Rahmen eines Assoziierungsabkom-
mens zwischen der EU und dem MERCOSUR auf die Deutsche Wirtschaft”, with Rahel Aichele, Martin
Braml, Gabriel Felbermayr, Lisandra Flach, Julian Hinz, Katrin Kamin, Feodora Teti, Erdal Yalcin
and Marina Steininger. Study commissioned by the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy
(BMWi). May 2021. September 2020.

“A crisis in times of crisis: Combating COVID-19 under sanctions in Iran”, with Sonali Chowdhry and
Katrin Kamin. Kiel Policy Brief, No. 137, Kiel Institute for the World Economy (IfW), Kiel. April
2020.

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS AND PRESENTATIONS

2023: Australasian Trade Workshop, ETSG Conference, REUS Workshop

2022: IfW Workshop on Geoeconomics, Kiel-Aarhus Workshop

2021: 16th BiGSEM Doctoral Workshop on Economics and Management, ETSG Conference
2020: Kiel-Aarhus Workshop



TEACHING

Bielefeld University
Economics of European Integration (2021-2024)
Introduction to Economic Policy (2022-2023)

SCHOLARSHIPS, HONORS & GRANTS

REUS Workshop Travel and Accommodation Grant 09/2023

Bielefeld Young Researchers Fund, Special Funding Line Corona 10/2022 - 12/2023

Kiel Institute for the World Economy (IfW) Full Year Scholarship 08/2018 - 05/2019

International Study and Training Partnerships (DAAD-ISAP) 01/2018 - 06/2018

U4-Network Ph.D. Mobilities scholarship 09/2014 - 02/2015
OTHER

Referee Service
Review of World Economics

Media Appearance
“Iran - Ein Land vor dem Kollaps”, with Katrin Kamin and Sonali Chowdhry. Guest constribution for
Zeit Online. May 07, 2020.

Languages
German (native speaker), English (bilingual proficiency), Portuguese (basic proficiency)

Software
R, STATA, QGis, GitHub, KTEX, Microsoft Office

Methods
Quasi-experimental methods, high-dimensional panel data analysis, spatial analysis, text analysis, sur-
vey and administrative data

REFERENCES
Prof. Gerald Willmann, Ph.D. Prof. Dr. Julian Hinz
Bielefeld University Bielefeld University
gerald.willmann@uni-bielefeld.de julian.hinz@uni-bielefeld.de

Prof. Holger Gorg, Ph.D.
Kiel Institute for the World Economy
holger.goerg@ifw-kiel.de
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